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For the past three weeks, Colfax
students have been busy with the 2™
annual school Read-a-thon!! Kids in all
grade levels are participating by reading
each day, earning the pledges for their
reading. Instead of getting pledges for
walking or running, our kids have asked
family and friends to pledge money per
minute or hour that the student reads. For
emerging and beginning readers, having
someone read to you also counts. After
the pledges were collected, the reading
began, with a Pajama Day kick-off on
November 20",

Participants have already won daily
drawings for prizes and can earn prizes
when they pass minute milestones.

The student who reads the most wins a
special prize. Prizes will also be awarded
to the class with the most minutes read
and to the class that raises the most

money. Not only does the Read-a-Thon
inspire our children to read, but it has
the potential to be a very powerful
fundraiser for our school. Last year
over $3,000 was raised for the extra-
curricular and enrichment programs
sponsored by the Colfax PTO!

So keep thinking of fun ways to
incorporate reading in your daily routine
and let's break some Read-a-Thon
records! Assigned reading during class
does not count, but any other reading
can be credited. Hereds another idea:
have an older child read to a younger
child and get a double bonus & both
children receive credit for minutes

read! This is truly a win-win activity for
everyone! The last day for the Read-
a-Thon is December 11*. For any
guestions, please contact Beth Tiffany
at lastiffany@verizon.net.
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% Dear Colfax Parents,
Please consider Holiday Giving to
those who give so much
to our children...

The holiday season is here and
all our hard-working Colfax staff
deserve a treat!

The PTO is collecting
contributions towards the
purchase of gift cards for staff
members without homerooms.
IT you are interested, please put
your contribution in an envelope
labeled oDiane Condieé and
have your child give it to their
homeroom teacher.

Please hand in any donations by
December 14t
to allow ample time to purchase
the gift cards. Please call or
e-mail if you have questions.

Thank you for your generosity!
Cheryl Seeley
Volunteer Coordinator
eeleycc@yahoo.co
412-521-4168

%

hrwoh i xIow mawy 1>

Tevx} jsv Tpe 222202 t 6
Xiegliv Wsxmk w2222 € 8

TXSErrsyrgiqirw222 t ;
[ livi Hsiwxli Qsri} KsC t =


mailto:seeleycc@yahoo.com

.

Save the date now and join us for the
Fourth Annual Panty for Play (P4P),
Saturday February 20 from 7 to 10
pm at The Pittsburgh Golf Club in
Squirrel Hill. Enjoy delicious food and
a rare chance to socialize with fellow
Colfax parents, staff and teachers. The
highlight of the evening is the silent
auction fundraiser. Last year(s event
featured many things from jewelry to
the chance to be 6Colfax Principald for
a day to gift certipcates to numerous
restaurants and services.

With your help, this year's Party for
Play will be better than ever! As before,
we need your assistance in obtaining
fun and interesting items for the live
and silent auctions. Do you or someone
you know have Penguins tickets or
own a restaurant? Are you part of a
local cultural event? Why not donate
tickets to a game, a gift certipcate or
an experience like going back stage

at a play or dance performance? Gift
certipcates from downtown or the Strip
District restaurants could be packaged
with tickets to a show or the Heinz
history center. Art teacher, Mr. Conrad
Quesen will be helping students create
those beautiful and always-in-demand
vases. The homerooms in each grade
level will also be putting together
themed baskets, such as égame nightd
or ddeath by chocolated. The Party for
Play Committee has letter templates
that explain the event and make it easy
for organizations or individuals to
donate. Now is the time to get creative
with donation requests!

We need your involvement on the
committee as well. The prst few
organizational meetings have happened
but thereds still plenty of time to get
involved!

If you have an idea for a donation

or want to join the P4P effort, please
contact Beth Tiffany at 412-225-7082
or lastiffany@verizon.net.
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One of my favorite times of the school
year is the end of the prst report period.
At this point, students, parents, teachers
and administrative staff are able to
review the progress of the various school
initiatives and map out next steps for the
rest of the year. During the next period,
we will focus on the areas of lunch/recess
supervision and making school a safe and
welcoming environment for all.

Not surprisingly, lunch/recess is an area
that requires continuous modipcation to
meet the needs of both the students and
staff. Parents/guardians will be receive a
survey in the next few weeks about their
concerns and comments regarding Colfax
lunch/recess time. The leadership team
will review the information collected
from the survey and develop suggestions
for improvements.

Cate Axtman, former PTO president, has
done a phenomenal job at organizing,
recruiting, and scheduling parent
volunteers to assist in our primary (K-2)
lunch period. At the request of several
parents and the administration, Cate

is now in the process of developing a
similar schedule for the intermediate
lunch, which is served from 11:41 AM
to 12:26 PM. We could use all the
support we can get during this time. If
you can help, please email Diane Condie
at dcondiel@pghboe.net and get more
information.

In another area, school suspensions

are at a lower rate then last year at this
time. However, reports of bullying and
bullying-type behavior persist. During
December, we will survey the students in
grades 3 & 8 to get a clear understanding
of their perceptions of bullying and

our overall school environment. The
school leadership team and discipline
committees will review the survey results
and create next steps to work towards the
elimination of bullying and bully-type
behavior at our school.

The results and next steps of both surveys
will be shared at our January PSCC
meeting (January 14, 7pm). Please stay
tuned for more school updates ande&.

I HOPE TO SEE YOU AT COLFAX!

Call me for a free evaluation!

Squirrel Hill Office
6310 Forbes Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

howardhanna.com

Sherri Mayer
office:
412-421-9210 X225
cell:
412-760-0412
email:
sherrimayer@howardhanna.com
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