Colfax PTO Executive Board

Thursday, February 7, 2008
Minutes

In attendance:

Diane Condie
Shannon Ewing

Paul Foster

Jenny Ganger

Darcy Gordon

Barbara Griffin

David May-Stein

Jane Opgaard

Meeting convened at approximately 7:10 p.m.
I.
Assistant Principals
Mrs. Cora Wallace and Mr. Michael Brookie are Colfax’s two assistant principals.  Mr. May-Stein, Mrs. Wallace and Mr. Brookie will rotate to the EB meetings each month.  

With the two assistant principals in place, Mr. May-Stein is now able to spend more time conducting classroom visits.  

The EB is invited to assist Mr. May-Stein during his classroom observation visits on Friday, February 22 @ 8:30 a.m.  A focus walk for the EB will be scheduled for March.  
II. Party for Play II / Playground Report – Shannon Ewing 
The Party for Play netted approximately $23,000 for the playground.  This successful fund raiser, combined with the Kid Stuff sale and additional gifts received in recent weeks, leaves less than $10,000 left to reach our goal.

Discussions have begun about Party for Play III.  Mr. May-Stein expressed an interest to have the committee consider raising funds to purchase computers for the classrooms.      

Kid Stuff Books did very well – the committee, headed by Lisa Schlar, did a fantastic job.  The book sale netted almost $3,000 for the playground.  

Jessie Ramey from the Playground Committee created a press release to announce the success of our fund raising efforts and that we only have $10,000 left to be raised.  The press release has been sent to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Shady Avenue Magazine, Squirrel Hill Magazine, the Jewish Chronicle, Pittsburgh Magazine and the Tribune Review.  Darcy Gordon exchanged emails with PG reporter Joe Smydo re. the press release and she conveyed that correspondence to the EB.
SAVE THE DATES:

Playground community build date is Saturday, March 29.  

Playground Grand Opening is Monday, May 5.

III. Treasurer’s Report

The budget year-to-date was reviewed.

EB approved for Jenny Ganger to spend up to $100 to take the Newsletter Committee out in appreciation for their hard work.  

EB approved for Shannon Ewing to spend up to $100 to take the Playground Committee out in appreciation for their hard work.

IV. Events – watch for details and please support these coming events:

Monday, February 18 – Family Ice Skating @ Schenley Ice Rink – 7 – 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 20 – Teacher appreciation breakfast @ 7:30 a.m. in the old cafeteria.  

March is International month and Ms. Pinizzotto is working on an international fashion show and potluck.  

Thursday, June 12 – Carnaval and the Grand Opening of the new building.  Committees need to be formed to plan Carnival.  There will be dignitaries in attendance for the official opening of the new building.

V. School Issues

Some regular volunteers have expressed an interest in having a permanent badge rather than having to make a new badge each time they visit.  There is the possibility of having badges laminated for these volunteers.  Stay tuned. 

The acoustics of the new music room are an issue.  Jane Opgaard drafted a letter for review to request that the room be made sound proof and to have appropriate acoustics.  The EB will review the letter by email and respond to Jane with comments.
The policy on in-school presentations by outside organizations was discussed in follow-up to the recent visit by the Girl Scouts.  Mr. May-Stein indicated it is within his discretion to permit outside organizations to present to the children.  Mr. May-Stein commented that the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts are district-sanctioned programs.  In the future there may be an opt in / out form distributed at the beginning of the year to indicate the parents’ preference for attendance at these presentations.  

VI. Other Business

The issue of the rotating and/or lacking crossing guard in front of Colfax was discussed.  Shannon Ewing will call City Council to register the concern.  

The PTO meeting on Wednesday, February 13 will be brief followed by a choral concert by the students.

Rick Fellers will be in attendance at the Wednesday, March 5 PTO meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Darcy Gordon, co-secretary
