Colfax ALA - PTO Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2008
By Darcy and Mike Gordon
Executive Board members in attendance:

Paul Foster (co-president and meeting moderator), Shannon Ewing, Jenny Ganger, Darcy Gordon, Mike Gordon, Ms. McCartney, Jane Opgaard, Ida Simpson

Old Business:  PTO Co-President Elections

By the PTO by-laws, co-presidents are supposed to be elected at the April meeting.  Last month the elections were tabled until the May meeting.  Jenny Ganger nominated Beth Tiffany and Tom Juring as co-presidents.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The nominees were unanimously approved by voice vote of all in attendance.
New Business:  PTO Executive Board Elections
Darcy and Mike Gordon agreed to serve another year as Secretary.  No floor nominations were received.  The nominees were unanimously approved by voice vote of all in attendance.
Katherine Consentino was nominated for Treasurer by Jane Opgaard.  No floor nominations were received.  The nominee was unanimously approved by voice vote of all in attendance.
Nominations for additional PTO Executive Board positions:

Paul Foster – Vice President Communications (currently co-president)
Michael Dickey – Vice President Fundraising 

Ida Simpson – Vice President Special Events (returning for a second year)
Maggie Cham – Volunteer Coordinator

There were no nominations from the floor to fill these positions.  The slate was unanimously approved by voice vote of all in attendance.

Officer and Committee Reports 
Special Events 

Ida Simpson discussed the status of Carnaval which will be held on Thursday, June 12.  All of the committees are working hard to coordinate this major community event.  Several people have signed up to work the day of the event but many more volunteers are needed.  The sign up sheet will be available at the Tuesday, May 13 PSCC meeting which is expected to have a large turn-out.  Please sign up there or contact Ida Simpson (Lil_simps@yahoo.com) with your availability.  
Shannon Ewing announced that Carnaval t-shirts will be available by pre-sale only.  Order forms will be available beginning the week of May 12.  There will be an option for women’s cut t-shirts.  The cost is $12 for adult sizes and $8 for children’s sizes.
Brian Jacobson is the layout person for Carnaval.  Please contact him if you have questions about where things will be located (Jacobson97@comcast.net)

CE Pino discussed the music planned for the event.  There will be a world music tent with folk songs and dancing from around the world.  
The new building dedication and grand opening ceremony are scheduled to be a part of Carnaval but this will depend on the site preparation schedule.

Budget
Jane Opgaard provided the Treasurer’s report.  Highlights include: $2,052 in newsletter advertisements is more than double the budgeted amount; $409 has been raised from cartridge recycling; box tops at $299 is below the budgeted amount; the bake sale on primary day raised $647 (total for bake sales for the year is $2,268); the plant sale will net approximately $ 2,200.  
Fundraising 
Shannon Ewing reported on the successful build day.  Thanks to more than 200 volunteers, the playground was built on May 3.  There was good representation from the media at the build.  Mrs. Judy O’Connor, family and friends participated throughout the day.  The surface is being installed and the kids should be able to be on the playground the week of May 12.  Over the summer the ground between the playground and Phillips may be altered to extend the playground area somewhat.  Everyone in attendance took a moment to acknowledge the dedication of Shannon Ewing whose tireless efforts resulted in the successful building of the Bob O’Connor Community Playground. 

Lisa Chottiner is working on a Sandcastle program whereby if you purchase your season pass or day passes online, Colfax will receive funds.  We are waiting for our school code.  For each season pass purchased Colfax would receive $5; for each day pass, $3.  This opportunity will be available for online purchases only.  Watch for more information.
Announcements:

Parent Engagement Specialist and Principal’s Update
Mr. May-Stein provided the announcements/update.  

The PSCC meeting on Tuesday, May 13 will include discussions on looping, the gifted pilot program, Title One update and a concern brought forward regarding gang symbols in the bathrooms.
There will be a Focus Walk on Thursday, May 15 from 8:00 – 10:30 a.m.  Anyone interested in participating should contact Ms. Condie (dcondie1@pghboe.net) ASAP as space will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis. A Focus Walk is used to observe what is working and what isn’t, plus recommend next steps. Teachers, principals, administrators have similar walks. Parent Focus Walks are designed so parents can see firsthand what happens in the classroom.

Surveys are sent home each quarter.  Participation has increased throughout the year.  The most recent survey, which discussed the length / number of days and uniforms, had 180 responses.  Results can be found on page ????
Mr. May-Stein personally thanked Shannon Ewing and the entire playground committee for their efforts.

The Quality Review by the district and America’s Choice will be conducted in May.
Additional Comments / Discussions:
CE Pino discussed the 4-6 grade chorus’ performance of “Pets.” The 6th graders are doing technical design, set builds, etc.  Materials and help are requested.  CE also discussed the need to improve the stage facilities. Please contact CE Pino (cepino@earthlink.net) if you would like to assist in this effort.

The 2008 District Art Showcase is underway.
May 5 – 9 is Teacher Appreciation Week. Breakfast for teachers will be provided Thursday, May 8.  A card from PTO will be going in each teacher’s (and staff member’s) mailbox. Everyone is encouraged to express their appreciation to the teachers.

Jane Opgaard announced that the recycling program is currently in progress.  Please contact Melanie Weisbord (msweisbord@verizon.net) or Valerie Schweiker (???) if you’d like to get involved.

The next PTO meeting is Thursday, June 5 at 7:00 p.m. at Colfax.
